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Fourth statement by bbk berlin on the cuts in Berlin's cultural budget 26/27 against
the visual arts

Art attracts, it shouldn’t be stripped away:
Preserve studio funding!

The cuts in culture continue—this time at the expense of studio funding through the
‘Arbeitsraumprogramm’, which has been successful for over 30 years. The expansion of
workspaces for the independent scene has come to a halt, and the existing spaces are at risk.

The budget proposals for 2026/27 confirm what the supplementary budget for 2025 already
indicated: the development of affordable infrastructure for the independent scene, Berlin’s cultural
flagship, is being stopped. At best, the existing spaces will be preserved. No new subsidized
workspaces are to be added. On top of this, the necessary contract renewals of the main leases are
left hanging because of the suspension of so-called commitment authorizations. For the affected
artists, this means enormous uncertainty when it comes to planning their professional work.

How does this align with the parliamentary promise of 5,000 affordable spaces? How does this fit
with the coalition’s assurances that the more than 10,000 visual artists in Berlin are of high
significance and that securing their infrastructure should remain a priority?

The substance of the program must not be further hollowed out in favor of structure!

The studio rental program (also known as ‘Atelieranmietprogramm’), successful for over 30 years, is
set to be thinned out to maintain costly administrative structures. Yet, both the coalition agreement,
the adopted supplementary budget for 2025, and the statements by the coalition’s cultural policy
spokespersons consistently call for a reduction in administrative and duplicate structures in the
‘Arbeitsraumprogramm’—precisely to remain capable of action for the sake of actual spaces. At the
same time, expensive structures are being maintained, while the subsidization of rents is being cut
back. More troubling still, in the recently published Paper 3, the Senate Department for Culture
plans—under the guise of so-called “affordability”—to raise subsidized rents to cost-covering or even
market rates. It states: “In order to optimize the existing portfolio and reduce the subsidy contribution
(...) new target groups will be addressed who can afford these rental prices.”

Frauke Boggasch, co-spokesperson of bbk berlin: “We demand a clear separation of the rental
budget (to secure spaces) from the administrative costs. Only in this way can studio funding remain
transparent and effective! The available resources should benefit artists as directly as possible.”

The problem of necessary contract renewals for main leases due to the suspension of
commitment authorizations remains unresolved.

We already reported: Since spring 2024, this financial instrument has repeatedly been suspended by
the Senate Department for Finance in the case of the workspace program. As a result, there is no
possibility of concluding main lease agreements on behalf of the state that extend beyond the
current budget. 368 studios are located in buildings whose main leases will expire within the next
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two years—the first of these ending already on 31.12.2025.

The affected artists rightly fear for the preservation of their workspaces and the affordable rent
conditions tied to them. This is why they have launched a petition, which gathered more than 3,700
signatures within just a few days.

Birgit Cauer, co-spokesperson of bbk berlin: “How are visual artists supposed to commit to exhibition

participation and projects, plan new productions, and take on commissions if they don’t even know
whether their studio will still exist in three, six, or twelve months?”

Frauke Boggasch und Birgit Cauer,
Spokespersons bbk berlin

presse@verband-bbk.berlin

(1) According to surveys by the Atelierburo, around 87% of the approximately 10,000 artists in Berlin are searching for an
affordable studio. About 1,100 studios are currently subsidized.

(2) See the petition #SaveOurStudiosBerlin: https://innn.it/save-our-studios-berlin

#BerlinlstKultur anumpm
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Lk Taget

gehen sicher verloren

1@ Sigmaringerstr. 1, 10713, 26 Ateliers
@ Dorotheastr. 20, 10318, 1 Atelier
© winelminenhofstr 83-85,12459, 22 Ateliers

Insgesamt 49 Ateliers

Atelierblro
kulturwerk
bbk berlin

@ An-Reinickendorf 26/29, 13407, 21 Ateliers
@ Audre-Lorde-Str. 74-75, 10997, 1 Atelier
© Baruther Str. 20, 10961, 19 Atefiers
@ Betziger 5r. 25, 10823, 4 Ateliers
© cuvrystr. 11-12, 10997, 6 Ateliers
@ Donaustr. 83, 12043, 14 Ateliers

@ Gerichtstr. 23,13347, 19 Ateliers

© Fichtestr. 3,10967,6 Ateliers

© Herzbergstr. 127, 10365, 15 Ateliers
@ Heynstr. 5, 13187, 8 Ateliers

@ Hobrechtstr. 31,12047, 21 Ateliers
® Karl-Marx-Str. 58, 12043, 24 Ateliers
® Kreuzbergstr. 37/38, 10965, 1 Atelier
@ Kuimer Str.20a, 10783, 1 Atelier

(B Langhansstr. 7a, 13086, 8 Ateliers
@ Mariannenplatz 2, 10957, 18 Ateliers
® Moosrosenstr. 22,12347, 6 Ateliers
@ Muskauer Str. 24, 10997, 4 Ateliers
® Mockernstr, 68, 10965, 7 Ateliers
D Onlaver str. 40, 10999, 4 Ateliers
) Oraniensir. 22,1099, 1 Atelier

@ Ringstr. 66, 12105, 11 Ateliers

) Rungestr. 20, 10179, 28 Ateliers

@) schisnfiieBer Str. 7, 10439, 23 Ateliers
) schisnstedtsir. 13, 12043, 30 Ateliers
) Teilestr. 11-16, 12099, 36 Ateliers
) Tromsber Str. 6, 13359, 25 Ateliers
) Wilsnacker Str. 62, 10559, 7 Ateliers

Insgesamt 368 Ateliers
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Vertragsende ab 06.26 bis 12.27 Vertragsende ab 03.28 bis 12.29

1’ Havelberger Str. 29, 10559, 1 Atefier

@ Heidelberger Str. 63/64, 12435, 6 Ateliers
3 Lankwitzer Str. 14-15, 12107, 43 Ateliers
@ Pankstr, 12, 13127, 24 Ateliers

'8 saalburgstr. 3a, 12099, 10 Ateliers

6 Seelenbinderstr. 129, 12555, 16 Atefiers
@ stubenrauchstr, 72, 12161, 4 Ateliers

8 Wilheim-Kabus-Str. 28, 10829, 5 Ateliers
9 Wilhelm-Kabus-Str. 32, 10829, 10 Ateliers
A0 Wilhelm-Kabus-Str. 70-74, 10629, 24 Ateliers

Insgesamt 152 Ateliers

Biumberg

# langerfristig gesichert

_ Vertragsende ab 03.28 bis 12.29
“® Vertragsende ab 06.26 bis 12.27
@ gehen sicher verloren

lingerfristig gesichert

) ruguste-Vigoria-Allee 99-100, 13407, 37 Ateliers
@ Buckower Damm 30, 12349, 21 Ateliers
© Genringstr. 39,13088, 33 Ateliers

O Georg-Knorr-5tr. 4, 12681, 6 Ateliers

© Gottlieb-Dunkel-Str. 30,1209, 7 Ateliers
O Gottlieb-Dunkel-Str. 43-44, 12096, 76 Ateliers
@ Hans-schmidt-str. 4, 12489, 59 Ateliers
O Hasselwerder Str. 22, 12439, 5 Ateliers
©) Kienitzer Str. 98,1204, 22 Ateliers

(D LahnstraBe 17, 12055, 6 Ateliers

D Liebermannstr. 75-83, 13088, 9 Ateliers
(® Lindenstr. 3132, 12555, 70 Ateliers

B NeumagenerStr. 42, 13088, 28 Ateliers
(D Pasedagplatz 3-4, 13088, 10 Ateliers

D Putbusser 5ir. 22, 13355, 11 Ateliers

D schitzelbergstr. 1-3, 12099, 32 Ateliers
@ schnellerstr. 82, 12439, 6 Ateliers

) seestraBe 49,13347, 26 Ateliers

D spandauer Damm 19, 14058, 7 Ateliers
&) Storkower Str. 115, 10407, 12 Ateliers

@) zossener Sir.48, 10961, 2 Ateliers

Insgesamt 485 Ateliers

Juli 2025
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