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Berlin has grown again: according to the latest census, around 3.9 million people live in 
the city. Artists only make up a small proportion of this - around 10,000 according to 
estimates from the bbk berlin's 2023 baseline data survey - but this small proportion is 
responsible for a large part of what makes Berlin so attractive: art and culture. The Berlin 
Senate's cost-cutting plans have been draining the water from this attractiveness for 
several months.  

Cuts have been made in areas that already have to make do with very little: Artists in 
Berlin earn an annual average of around €14,000 (KSK, see basic data survey 2023) - a 
figure that is €30,000 below the average annual income of German citizens (cf. average 
income German pension insurance). Like all people, they have to make a living from this, 
live, support their families and pay for work equipment and space.  

The above statistics exclude artists who are not members of the KSK because they fall 
below the minimum income threshold. These professional artists in Berlin, who live well 
below the poverty line, do not appear in any statistics and are therefore invisible to 
cultural policy.  

For decades, Berlin has had a studio programme for affordable workspace that is unique 
in Germany, and it is precisely this programme that is currently under threat of immense 
cuts: of the 1054 studios currently still in the workspace programme, over 200 
workspaces are threatened with elimination - a reduction of almost 20%! Given the 
state of the Berlin property market, this means that what is gone, stays gone! We as the 
Studio Advisory Board would like to point this out: Studios are not a matter of luxury, but 
a place of work for the artist profession. As Studio Advisory Board, we cannot fight 
poverty in this profession, but we can emphatically draw attention to the situation.  

The impending loss of numerous subsidised studios is already creating frightening 
situations that we as an advisory board are experiencing more and more frequently in 
our meetings: We are not even in a position to offer a replacement to the artists who are 
losing their current subsidised workspaces.  

In addition, new applicants have even fewer opportunities to get a professional space for 
their production. The Berlin Senate's cuts are extremely burdensome for independent 
artists! Without a workspace, you can't work and therefore can't earn a living. Artists 
who are already living below the poverty line need a 3rd funding track of around €2.50 
per m². 

 

 

 

 



 

We would like to take this opportunity to present the current situation of the applicants 
at the last allocation meeting of the Studio Advisory Board on 11 and 12 February 2025: 
The advisory board received 219 applications for 7 subsidised studios. The following 
figures emerged from the sometimes dramatic descriptions of the respective situations 
(loss of living space due to artistic activity, cancellation of exhibitions, loss of residence 
status, sexual assault, etc.), which make the drastic situation clear even without the 
personal descriptions and serious consequences of having to work as a professional 
artist without a workspace:  

▪ Current loss of free market studios 52  
▪ Current loss of subsidised studios 8  
▪ Current loss of flat (+studio) 5  
▪ Currently working at home / temp. sublet 142  
▪ Urgent need to change subsidised studios 12  

Once again, we would like to draw attention to the rapidly deteriorating conditions and 
catastrophic development in the area of the workspace programme. We therefore call 
for an immediate stop to the reduction of subsidised studios and once again demand 
the creation of new locations for the subsidy programme as well as a third subsidy track 
for artists below the poverty line. 

The Studio Advisory Board (January 2024 – January 2026): Celina Basra, Michael Bause, 
Layla Burger-Lichtenstein, Nuno de Brito Rocha, Nezaket Ekici, Yishay Garbasz, Karø 
Goldt, Franziska Harnisch, Susanne Mierzwiak, Irina Novarese, Kathy-Ann Tan, Susanne 
Wehr and Claudia Zweifel.  

Link: https://www.bbk-kulturwerk.de/kulturwerk/atelierbuero/atelierbeirat 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the studio advisory board. 

 

The Studio Advisory Board, Berlin, May 2025 
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