Statement Studio Advisory Board 2022/23

In view of the progressive loss of studios and the displacement of fine artists from their workspaces,
which is leading to the gradual disappearance of Berlin's lively art scene is gradually disappearing, the
Studio Advisory Board feels compelled to make a public statement.

We are warning: Berlin is losing its significance and appeal as an art and cultural metropolis and as
a centre of art production! The Studio Advisory Board supports the demand of the Studio Office in
the kulturwerk of the bbk berlin for more affordable studios for at least a third of the fine artists
working in Berlin and calls for the creation of 3000 new studios within the next 5 years within the
framework of the the workspace programme for professional fine artists.

In recent years (since 2019), there have still been nowhere near enough improvements and forward-
looking planning for the studio situation in Berlin have not been made. Both the production
conditions and the financial situation of artists has increasingly deteriorated in the meantime. In our
work, we see that the working and living situation for fine artists is extremely tense and the
precarious situation is continuing to expand.

The Studio Advisory Board is increasingly confronted with a very large number of professional
application with a very high level of social and professional urgency. The desperation and and in some
cases extremely difficult living situation of the applicants is abundantly clear.

Rising rents, lack of space and displacement are jeopardising the solidarity of artists and thus the
cohesion of Berlin's cultural scene. Artists and and cultural professionals are losing their spaces and
work opportunities, as far too few new working spaces are being created, maintained and planned.

With this statement, the Advisory Board is urgently calling on the Senate of Culture to secure,
maintain and develop further production spaces!

What we demand:

e 3000 new studios and additional new studio flats amounting to 1% of the subsidised housing
in the state of Berlin per year in order to meet the needs of approx. 10,000 professional fine
artists in Berlin. The existing programmes must be ramped up, expanded and better funded!
In 5 years this goal should be achieved at the latest!

e The creation of studios for the special needs of: Minorities, victims of violence, marginalised
groups, migrants, queer, trans and non-binary people, older artists, people without a
registered address or without their own bank account, as well as artist groups.

e Specially subsidised studios for artists with very low incomes (less than 10,000 per year) and
artists who are able to pay a maximum studio rent of 200 euros per month. This requires the
introduction of a new third funding track with a new income limit that takes these low-
earning artists™ into account. In addition to the existing subsidy tracks with subsidised rents
of €4.09 and €6.50 per square metre (gross warm), the rent here should be €2.50 per square
metre (gross warm).

We emphasise the absolute necessity of broad-based support for Berlin's artistic community. The
idea of exclusively promoting excellence as a decisive instrument for structural cultural support still
has not disappeared from the minds of those responsible. The Council does not consider this form of
funding to be expedient. In our view, artistic quality and financial success are not mutually
dependent. In order to maintain a vibrant art and cultural scene, diversity and the inclusion of lesser-



known and marginalised artists is absolutely necessary. This is the only way to maintain Berlin's
importance as a vibrant cultural metropolis!

Sustainably securing studios in Berlin means more budget, more respect and more commitment! It
means 3000 new studios in the next 5 years!

The Studio Advisory Board, Berlin, 30 November 2023



